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In the years just before and after
< Y ; ) 1600, the future Shogun Tokugawa
Tokyo Bay ) : . leyasu recognized the area's wealth of
& 3 { waterways and selected Edo (Tokyo)
as his headquarters. His engineers
= - : : rerouted rivers for flood contro!, built
: - . _gng L a dense crisscross of canals, and
a.:‘x - ‘ reclaimed rice paddies with extensive
irrigation and drainage waterways.

With a population of a million people
Abundaﬂt WaterS, 1 000 AD by the early 1700s, boats supp!ied
From thelr mountainous headwaters. the rivers flowed |nto the bay Tw Siiy ww sipheriod & Famcisiing
- consumer society and waterside
culture. While skillfully controlled.

the plentiful waters were also integral
to the “water city of Edo.”
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Boisterous water culture
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In the 1850s and 1860s, Japan's seclusion
olicie! gnded the Tokugawa regi
“was renamed Tokyo. While :
v role in the city's modernizat
he 9503 many-of the city's waterwyays were
e|n buried and all6f its bay shore Feclqlmed
ﬁe.p[pcess theibeautiful waters
3st and the importancé of the city’
coTogy forgotten.
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With the 1970s, however, people's
concern for the environment and the city's
deindustrialization prompted the city to
begin cleaning its waters, return beaches to
some of its shores, and revive the region's
depleted upstream rivers and forests
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Fireworks over Jokyo Bay

Today, with festivals, fireworks, concerts, and
simply strolling along Tokyo's rivers and canals,
the city's residents insist on vibrant waterside
spaces where they can gather and relax. It is
in this mixing of natural and built environments

that lies the future of the “water city of Tokyo.”
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Sea Procession and Festival by Shinagawa
Ebara Shrine at Odaiba Seaside Park
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Jazz concert along the waterside W e I

of a 17th-century moat
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